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key questions of how to grasp its essence and put it into practice. We argued that,on the one hand, the es-
sence of key competencies is a new way to interpret educational objectives in terms of all-round development
and lifelong development. On the other hand, the hierarchical structure is a desirable framework to analyze
key competencies, as it can integrate the educational theory and practice in support of all-round development
and lifelong development.

Keywords: key competencies; educational objectives; three-layered structure

Principles of Student Placement in Elementary School. Beyond
Teaching in Accordance with Learners’ Aptitude

LU Xiaodong
(Institute of Economics of Education,Graduate School of Education, Peking University , Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract; Teaching students in accordance with their aptitude is a classical education principle in China.
Despite its advantages, there exist such problems as studentstereotypes by their teachers or classmates over the
6-year fixed placement in the same elementary school. Therefore, it’ s necessary to break up the fixed place-
ment of students beyond the principle of teaching students in accordance with their aptitude. This may intro-
duce new values in schools from eight aspects. First, the entrance examination and interview for kindergarten
children to enter the elementary school would be useless and harmful. Second, the Chinese metaphor of Never
lose at the starting line could be semantically and practically dispelled. Third, there would be little chance for
teachers to label certain students underachievers. Fourth,more authentic, frequent changes could take place in
primaryschools, which could enable students to learn in a changing world. Fifth, it is possible for students to
get out of the small fixed circle of friends into a large circle of friends in schools. Sixth, teaching resources
could be allocated more impartially. Seventh, breaking up the fixed placement of students could liberate the
students, who would otherwise be the hostage of their teachers. Finally, parents would have no intention of
class choice on their children’ s behalf.

Keywords: class choice; teacher-student relationship; underachiever; starting line; a class tutor

Textbook Use:The Interaction between Teacher and Textbook
—Inquiry on Teachers’ Use of Maths Textbooks in Chinese Mainland,
Hong Kong and Taiwan

ZHANG Qian' WONG Ngai-Ying® SHI Ou'
(1. Faculty of Education, Capital Normal University, Beijing 100037, China; 2. Department of
Curriculum and Instruction, The Educational University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong, China)

Abstract; While the new round of curriculum reform aims at the development of students’ key compe-
tencies, the challenge is how to change teachers’ rigidly unidirectional use of textbooks ( following in most ca-
ses), so as to meet students’ diversified and personalized learning needs. The inter-relationship between

teachers and textbooks is defined based on two dimensions: teachers’ satisfaction with textbook design and
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teachers’ fidelity in textbook use. In this study, 1 279 mathematic teachers from Chinese mainland, Taiwan
and Hong Kong SAR were surveyed to investigate teachers’ general inter — relationship with textbooks. The
results presented three patterns of relationship. For mainland teachers, even though the textbooks fail to meet
students’ learning needs, they still choose to follow the books. On the other hand, Hong Kong teachers
choose to adapt, supplement or even reject textbook content to create their own teaching materials. Finally,
Taiwan teachers are satisfied with the quality of their textbooks, therefore they feel there is no need to adjust
the textbooks.

Keywords: textbook use; teachers; curriculum implementation

Education as Human Justice

LIU Tong
(School of Education Sciences, South China Normal University, Guangzhou 510631, China)

Abstract; It is far from a self-evident truth that education should be just. The combination of education
and justice requires a critical examination. Education means the understanding of the actors. The first under-
standing of the actors is their infinite richness. Review of the richness is based on the revaluation of education-
al justice; highlighting the original meaning of education. In the original meaning of education, the two factors
of the existing world and the people should be first highlighted as the actors. Authentic education is manifested
by the interaction between the people and the world, i. e, appreciating the good, which is the manifestation of
human being. That is to say, education means human justice. Achieving educational justice demands world
justice,, understanding justice and practicing justice.

Keywords: education; justice; educational justice; the show; understanding

The Essence, Type and Resolution of Value Conflicts in Education

ZHANG Xiaqing
(School of Education Science, Shanxi University, Taiyuan 036000, China)

Abstract: In an era of pluralism, the prevailing value conflict exists in every aspect of society, like in
education. Value conflict refers to conflict in value logic, which includes valuation logic and obligation logic.
Thus, value conflict can be divided into three types: valuation logics conflict, obligation logics conflict, and
conflict between valuation logic and obligation logic. In theory, value conflict can be resolved either by follow-
ing a better behavior model or by reinforcing an obligation law. However, value conflict resolution in practice
needs a precondition, such as the “good will” and “sense of responsibility” of the actors. Therefore, to re-
solve the value conflict in education, it’ s essential to cultivate and promote the “good will” and “sense of re-
sponsibility” in education.

Keywords: value conflict; value logic; valuation logic; obligation logic; education
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