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basedness to understanding-orientation. The first meaning of subject education in information era is to choose
few and important disciplinary core ideas, construct dynamic relationships among them, change curriculum
structure from the type of “coverage of disciplinary facts” to the one of “understanding disciplinary ideas” ,
and root all the disciplinary core ideas into real problematic situations so that students can continuously inves-
tigate the ideas and deepen their disciplinary understanding progressively across their ages or grades. The sec-
ond meaning of subject education in information era is to help students learn disciplines through disciplinary
practices, and experience the birth of disciplinary knowledge, so that they can understand the nature of disci-
plines and develop the practical abilities of disciplines. The important feature of the new subject education is
the dual-directions of disciplinary world and life world, disciplinary practice and life practice. The urgent task
for the reform of Chinese subject education is to give up “the view of indirect experience” and “the view of
basic knowledge and skills” , and introduce “the vision of direct experience” and “the vision of key compe-
tences” .

Keywords: disciplinary key competences; disciplinary core ideas

Significance and Value of Rural Textbooks for Rural Vitalization Strategy

SHI Ou ZHOU Meiyun
(School of Educational Sciences, Capital Normal University, Beijing 100048, China)

Abstract; Rural textbooks, starting from the beginning of the 20th century, reflected the development of
Chinese society, especially the rural society over the century, documented the special contribution to preser-
ving local culture and inspiring patriotism. In the 21th century, rural textbooks are in trouble in reality. Rural
textbooks, as a proper name and textbooks themselves, tend to decline, reflecting the gradually worsening ru-
ral problems. Therefore, the 19th CPC National Congress proposed the rural vitalization strategy, which is a
huge systematic project and rural education can play important roles. Rural textbook is the core of rural educa-
tion. Rural textbooks can preserve, inherit and identify the declining rural culture; inspire students’ spirit of
loving their hometown and motherland ; strengthening rural youth’ s barren spiritual home. To vitalize rural ar-
eas, we need to restart and develop rural textbooks to improve their quality.

Keywords: rural textbooks; rural vitalization

The Poetics and Politics of Expository Text: An Alternative Interpretation

of the Empirical Research in Education

KANG Yongjiu
(Faculty of Education, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract; In schoolbooks, expository text is supposed to objectively describe how things work, in order
to equip readers with scientific knowledge and methods to understand things scientifically. But in fact exposi-
tory text contains something richer. Any exposition is based on the expositor’ s own perspective. What’ s

more, the world we exposit is not a natural existence, exposition itself creates the world to a large extent, and
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