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A Study on Teacher Salary and Teacher Turnover

Intention in Rural Primary and Secondary Schools

DU Ping' XIE Yao™”
(1. Faculty of Education/Capital Institute of Education Economics, Beijing Normal University,
Beijing 100875, China; 2. Faculty of Education, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China;
3. Business College of Jiangxi Science & Technology Normal University, Nanchang, 330038, China)

Abstract: In rural backwards areas teacher recruitment and retention remains a major problem in many
countries. In order to improve the overall quality of rural teachers, the Chinese government has issued a num-
ber of important policy documents to attract, retain and encourage outstanding teachers in recent years. A-
mong them, teacher’s salary is an important policy tool, and its effect remains to be observed. In this paper,
we used questionnaire survey data from five counties in Liaoning, Yunnan, Guizhou, Chongqing and Guangxi
Provinces in 2016, and using investment model and compensatory wage difference theory to explore the rela-
tionship between teachers’ salary and their turnover intention in rural primary and secondary schools. The re-
sults show that about 20% of the rural teachers tended to leave. The average salary of rural teachers in five
counties was lower than that of urban employees in the same period. Teachers’ salary level is the primary fac-
tor that affects teachers’ turnover intention, and existing rural teachers’ subsidies (153 yuan monthly) are
too low to retain teacher. Non-monetary factors, such as students’ group characteristics and teacher profes-
sional development activities, also have significant impact on teacher turnover intention. Male and unmarried
teachers are more likely to leave. Also, the related policies of retaining rural teachers are discussed.

Keywords: rural teacher; teacher salary; teacher subsidy; teacher turnover intention

People-centered Evaluation: Transformation of Educational

Fairness in the New Era

CHENG Tianjun
( Center for Sociology of Education, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing 210097, China)

Abstract: Educational fairness varies historically in its manifestation and governance in different times.
In the new era, the main contradiction in education has become the one between the eager expectation of the
masses to receive high quality education and the serious shortage and uneven development of education. This
transformation requires a new idea of education fairness that is people-centered and beyond the traditional view
of education equity based on economic development or political rights. New educational fairness advocates new
education development concept which focuses on the sustainable development and educational quality. It ad-
heres to the new view of educational justice, which recognizes human dignity; and a new view of educational
fairness evaluation which aims to enhance people’ s sense of educational fairness.
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Road to “ Counterattacks” of Rural Students at Universities;: An Empirical

Study Based on Beijing College Students Panel Survey

WU Qiuxiang CUI Sheng
('School of Education, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, China)

Abstract: Going to college is an important way for rural students to change their destiny. However, as a
vulnerable student group, how can rural students change their lives through higher education and narrow the
gap with their urban peers? Based on the “Beijing College Students Panel Survey” , this article attempts to
give an answer by examining enrollment, growth at university, and employment development in a dynamic re-
search perspective. The study finds that rural students have notable disadvantages in family background,
which significantly affects their national college entrance examination scores and creates a gap when they enter
the colleges. However, rural students have higher academic performance than urban students through their
hard work. Therefore they obtain competitive employment results with urban students. This is achieved
through rural students’ hard-work , greater efforts and accumulated human capital, which make up for the dis-
advantages in family background. The study suggests that colleges and universities should help them through
“counterattacks” of life by addressing the over-exiting mentality, focusing on the non-cognitive development,
providing developmental financial funding, as well as employment guidance for rural students.

Keywords : rural students; growth at university; employment development; family background

Structured Instruction in Higher Education

MA Luting
(National Center for Education Development Research, Ministry of Education,

Beijing 100816, China)

Abstract: Towards the development of diversified higher education, it is imperative to explore the educa-
tion modes in support of quality improvement. The mode of structured education is the result of combining
psychology, experience from home and abroad with future needs. It is based on the competence structure be-
yond knowledge structure, supported by knowledge, skills and thinking. With theory and practiced combined
together, the education mode is to establish a four-level curriculum system, which involves developing think-
ing skills as well as teaching knowledge. Using fuzzy evaluation as a tool, this education mode will construct
an competence-oriented instruction model.

Keywords: higher education; psychology; competence structure; education mode; teaching plan
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