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Exploration in Reform Context: Improving Gaokao System
with Chinese Characteristics

YUAN Zhenguo
(Faculty of Education, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200062, China)

Abstract: Gaokao ( National College Entrance Examination) in China has been changing since its re-
sumption in 1977. Guided by the principles of voluntary application and merit-based admission, the Gaokao
system with Chinese characteristics values Chinese examination tradition and cultural psychology, as well as
celebrates the orientation towards modernization and future. The system has greatly improved through continu-
ous reform explorations, involving the change from the state-level organizing of national examination to the pro-
vincial , from Gaokao once a year to twice a year, from paper-based testing and enrollment to computer-based ,
from one-size-fit-all examined subjects to personalized selection scenario. In addition, the undifferentiated ex-
amination has shifted to a differentiated one targeting various types of higher education institutions; and the
enrollment policies now focus on applicants’ comprehensive qualities rather than their examination results a-
lone.

Keywords: Chinese characteristics; system of Gaokao; new Gaokao

More Emphasis on Science Subjects in Gaokao Reform

KE Zheng
(Faculty of Education, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200062, China)

Abstract: Some science subjects like physics and chemistry, played an important role in China’s early
Gaokao system. However, in new Gaokao, the importance of science subjects has been greatly weakened,
which has become a great concern. It’ s understood that China’ s development has a lot to do with science ed-
ucation. Nowadays ,the number of registered students for science examination has decreased significantly. The
main reason is that unscientific scoring methods have put those students at a disadvantage. Solutions to this
problem are sought by different stake-holders. Based on its analysis of the advantages and disadvantages of
these solutions, this paper argues that, considering the current Gaokao’ s policy framework, three measures
should be taken to solve this problem.

Keywords: Gaokao reform; science subject; scoring methods; optional examination subject

Scientific Literacy Development in CEE Context; Dilemma and
Solution—A Case of CEE Reform in Jiangsu

JU Qin  ZHANG Lan
(Jiangsu Provincial Education Examination Authority, Nanjing 210024 , China)

Abstract; Scientific literacy, a reflection of national overall strength, is essential for the national imple-
mentation of innovation for development. K-12 science education is a main channel to develop scientific litera-
cy, and the college entrance examination ( CEE) has a guiding effecton K-12 education. Based on the practice

of CEE in Jiangsu province, this article analyzes the utilitarian tendency in the current CEE model, which
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