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to become”. Future has now become something with fundamental uncertainty and openness, not only for chil-
dren themselves but also for adults. Therefore, modern democracy allows adults to negotiate future ; education
must be correspondingly supportive to children, recognize their uncertain plasticity and promote their autono-
my. The existence of childhood is a necessary and empirical hypothesis. Announcing the disappearance of
childhood or adulthood has no empirical proof and is therefore meaningless. The essential problem is how to
give children educational and social support in order to develop their autonomy.

Keywords: childhood; supportive education; disappearance of childhood; social support

On the Difference of the Phenomenological Paradigm and Positivism

Paradigm of Educational Research
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(1. Faculty of Education, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200062, China;
2. School of Education, University of Tiibingen, Tiibingen 71073, Germany)

Abstract; Pedagogy, with its distinctive cultural characteristics and attributes of discipline, is not only a
social science, but also a spiritual science. This paper explores the differences between the phenomenological
educational research and the educational research of positivism from the theoretical perspective of seeing and
thinking. “Seeing” the “probability” theory and “ductility” theory help distinguish the essential difference
between “essence intuition” and objective gaze. After comparing the technical orientation and spiritual growth
orientation of thinking, the authors elaborate the thinking path of education research under the guidance of
phenomenological theory. And from the triple structure of ego-cogito-cogitatum, the authors argue that phe-
nomenological paradigm focuses on the subject’ s thinking of existence and thinking of freedom, which will
strengthen its own non-reflective self-consciousness and eventually pull off from the objectification vision of the
wrong path.

Keywords : educational research; phenomenological paradigm; positivism paradigm

A Study of Herbart’ s Theory of Charakterbildung .

Interaction between Pedagogy and Ethic
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(1. Department of General Education/Philosophy of Education, Humboldt University of Berlin,

Berlin 10099, Germany; 2. Institution of Curriculum and Instruction, East China Normal University,

Shanghai 200062, China)

Abstract: Herbart regarded morality as the “whole purpose” of human, and moral education is realized
through character formation. Herbart overcame Kants dualism of character, regarded human character as an

educable character, and established educational action and moral judgment on an aesthetic causality. Through
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